orman Parkinson was

one of the foremost

fashion photographers
of the 20th century. This exhibition
offers a rare opportunity to view
over 60 of Parkinson's original
vintage prints from the decade
1954-1964. Taken from the Angela
Williams Archive Designers of
British Fashion portfolio, the
photographs are on show in Bristol
for the very first time.

Daks Advertisement, Harpers Bazaar 1960

an Eye for Fashion
captures the vibrant
work of the designers who
laid the foundations of the
modern fashion industry,

as seen through the lens of
Norman Parkinson.

Known for his flamboyant
character, Parkinson’s
innovative yet meticulous
approach ensured there was
always a touch of magic in
his work. Where he led,
others soon followed.

Parkinson photographed
top models, including »

Celia Hammond, Jean
Shrimpton, Grace Coddington
and Carmen Dell'Orefice
wearing the latest fashions from
leading designers such as Mary
Quant, Susan Small, Jaeger,
Daks, Koupy and Holyrood.

Norman Parkinson was the
first photographer to take his
models out of the confines of
the studio and into the real
world, where he captured

their natural beauty with his
trademark mix of realism and
wit. Career highlights included
features for Vogue, Queen
Magazine and Harper’s Bazaar.

1. Life Magazine Oct 1963,

Jill Kennington and
Melanie Hampshire wearing

2. Melanie Hampshire 1963,

wearing Kenneth Sweet

3. Carmen and Parks, Bahamas
1959, David Searle © AWA

Complimentary displays
of 50s and 60s costumes
from the Museum’s
permanent collection

are on show alongside
Norman Parkinson’s work.

Images from the Angela
Williams Archive act as an
aspirational backdrop, evoking
the beauty and elegance
presented by leading
magazines of the day, while the
Museum’s collection provides a
vivid context, reflecting upon an
important era of social change,
as British high street fashion
began to bloom.

Between 1954-1964,
post-war austerity gave
way to a flourishing
youth culture. Then, as
now, couture designs
quickly translated into
more affordable high
street fashion, and young
women expressed their
 new-found freedom with
" bold colours, graphic
prints, modern fabrics
and shorter hemlines.

An Eye for Fashion is a collaboration
between M Shed and the Angela
Williams Archive [AWA). The AWA
engages in projects and exhibitions to
promote Parkinson’s substantial
contribution to British photography
and to preserve his legacy.

Original Parkinson prints are for sale.
Ask in the M Shed shop or visit
www.angelawilliamsarchive.com

Allimages © Norman Parkinson Ltd/
courtesy Norman Parkinson Archive
www.normanparkinson.com

Supported by

BRISTOL FASHION WEEK

The Mall at Cribbs Causeway

events & information




An Eye for Fashion:
Events

Vintage Valentines

Gallery talks

M Shed Vintage Weekend

Aston Martin Day

ProjectGraphics

An Hye for Fashion:
PLANNING YOUR VISIT

Exhibition Gallery
2nd floor - M Shed

£5/€4 under 16s free
Tickets can be purchased
from the information desk

From 10am daily

(closed Mondays]

Last entry: 45 minutes before
the museum closes

1in 10 full-paying group
visitors go free. Groups of 10+
are advised to pre-book their
visit to avoid disappointment.
Call 0117 352 6600

Special
offer

Last Wednesday of the month:

25 Jan, 29 Feb, 28 March*

*Free entry does not apply to
group visits of 10 or more.
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